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494 Gelebration!

This year marks the
494th anniversary of the
Reformation; the day that
Martin Luther sparked a
firestorm with his 95 The-
ses. These 95 were simply
questions for academic dis-
cussion but these questions
were not simple. They chal-
lenged the church to
awaken from its lethargy
and misguided doctrine.

The Church was
misguided in its priorities
and had polluted the purity
of the gospel by adding
“extra” rites, activities, and
payments to assure oneself
of being justified (declared
not guilty) before God. The
Reformation resulted in
some profound changes, for
the better, as the gospel
was de-contaminated and
the Church’s priorities were
re-aligned with the gospel.

Free and Joyous Living

Christian stewardship is the
free and joyous activity of
the child of God and God’s
family, the church, in man-
aging all of life and life’s
resources for God’s pur-
poses. Many people may
argue that Christian stew-
ardship is more about fol-
lowing laws, rules and in-
structions than it is about
free and joyous activity.

St. Mark Lutheran Church

Lutheran congrega-
tions throughout the world
celebrate these profound
changes especially on Refor-
mation Sunday. We cele-
brate our doctrinal heritage
and how God used Martin
Luther as His spokesman for
change and gospel clarity.
Our celebrations most often
included liturgy, hymns
written and composed by
Martin Luther, such as, A
Mighty Fortress and Lord,
Keep Us Steadfast in Thy
Word, and grace-focused
Scripture readings.

The Reformation,
however, is more than a
celebration of our heritage.
The Reformation is of God'’s
mission (Missio Dei) to save
the world through Jesus
Christ. It is about Missio Dei
because though this move-
ment God, in de-

Historically, believing and
living as Christians has also
been more about laws, rules
and instructions than it has
been about a free and joy-
ous way of living. On Octo-
ber 31 we will join with
Christians around the world
in celebrating the 494" an-
niversary of the Lutheran
Reformation. In the years
leading up to the reforma-
tion some serious false

contaminating the gospel,
refocused the Church’s pri-
orities. The gospel became
central to life of the Church.

The centrality of
the gospel in the Church’s
life is obvious in our worship
through the focus on Word
and Sacrament. However,
the centrality of the gospel
must also be apparent in
the mission to which God
calls each and every one of
us.

In the Middle Ages
a “calling” was the sole
province of the clergy. An-
other profound change that
Martin Luther introduced
the teaching of “Priesthood
of All Believers” and
“Vocational Calling.” He
understood from Scripture
that every Christian is called
to serve. Each one who is

Continued on the next page.

teachings had crept into the
basics of the Christian life
and faith so that people felt
like they were slaves to all
kinds of rules and regula-
tions. Christianity was not
very free and joyous. The
good news of being saved
by God’s grace through faith
in Jesus Christ, who died for
our salvation, was in danger
of being hidden from God’s

Continued on the next page.
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494 Celebration (continued)

called to serve is living the
gospel-centered life. We are
living the missional life, the
Reformation life as we live
out our calling—as parent, a
student, a doctor, a nurse, a
computer technician, a retired
school teacher—sharing gos-
pel, the good news of sins
forgiven, that is the key teach-
ing of the Reformation.

As Lutherans | be-
lieve our teaching on justifica-
tion (declared not guilty be-
fore God) and the gospel are
right on. It is freeing, as Lu-
ther experienced, to know
that we are forgiven and
loved by God not because of
what we have done or be-
cause of who we are but be-
cause of Jesus.

Celebrating the Ref-
ormation occurs both in wor-

ship and in the life we live
outside worship as we take
the gospel with us wherever
we go. Where does the Ref-
ormation impact our world
today? The Reformation im-
pacts our world today
through you and me as we
answer God’s call and live the
gospel-centered life. It con-
tinues to impact our world as
we see ourselves being active
participants in God’s mission.

Where is the mission
field? The mission field is
wherever we are. ltisright
under your feet.

As we celebrate the
494th Anniversary of the Ref-
ormation this October may
we not only celebrate our
heritage but especially God’s

mission in the world. May the

Holy Spirit continue to enable

Free and Joyous Living (cont.)

us and may we continually
encourage one another in the
mission for which Christ died
on the cross. The Reforma-
tion’s gospel-centered mes-
sage is this: God loves you,
forgives you, and declares you
not guilty because of Jesus
Christ. Together let us con-
tinue to live the message of
the Reformation wherever we
are in the mission field.

“The righteous
shall live by his

faith!”

- Habakkuk 2:4a

people. Jesus died so that we
might have life and have it
abundantly and joyfully. One
of the key passages that
opened Martin Luther’s eyes
to the true way of salvation
was, of all things, from an Old
Testament book. He found it
in Habakkuk 2:4a: “The right-
eous shall live by his faith!”

This discovery led to a new
and refreshing way to look at
the contents of the Bible. It
is easy to find all kinds of
laws, rules and command-
ments and get the idea that if
you want to be right with
God you must obey all of
these laws, rules and com-
mandments. The problem is
that because of our sinful
natures we are not able to
keep all these laws, rules and

commandments and are
pretty much left with the
options of either trying
harder or giving up. Neither
of these options leads to a
life that is free and joyous.

The Bible contains all kinds of
laws, rules and instructions
for our Christian living, but
these laws, rules and instruc-
tions are not written for the
purpose of saving us. Rather,
they drive us to the good
news of salvation through the
suffering, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Forgiveness of
our sins frees us from past
failures and opens up a new
way of living. “Do you not
know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Je-
sus were baptized into his
death? We were buried

therefore with him by bap-
tism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.” (Romans 6:3
-4)

Through Christ we are freed
from “have to living” to move
toward “get to living.” What
a refreshing freedom for us
to live godly lives not in order
to be saved, but because we
have been saved.

Truly, God’s redeemed stew-
ards, in cooperation with and
encouragement from fellow
redeemed stewards, freely
and joyfully manage all of life
and life’s resources for God'’s
purposes.”
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And how can they hean without someone pheacking to them?
RomMANS 10:14

=S5ATURDAYS-
Join us on Saturdays from 1-4 in the Youth Room. Dan Kois is leading an awe-

some study through the Gospel of John! Have fun hanging out, playing games &
getting into the WORD.

_— of whom the

FORWARD MOTION

October
31 Reformation Day.

November

- NEW YOUTH ROGM_ 12 Thanksgiving Dinner

setup, 12-2pm in FH.
13 Thanksgiving Dinner, 12-

We have a new youth room! It’s in the new building just inside the South En- 2pm in FH.
trance. We thank God for the awesome new space and all the great ministry that 18-20 NE Dist. Youth Gather-
will take place there! ing, Omaha.

The Youth Room has tons of space, a door directly into the gym, windows,
cool exposed ceiling, and other great features. We'll be asking for your design
ideas so we can add some faith
A influenced character to the
room.

) Join us every Sunday for
I Cross-Training at 9:15aminthe | GET CONNECTED

Youth Room. See you there! _
e Check out the website
www.stmarkomaha.org
e Facebook group ‘St. Mark
Youth Ministry’ look for this:
§THERAN CHURCH
YOUTH MINISTRIES
—
ST. MARK YOUTH MINISTRY * HIGH SCHOOL Wonderlng WHkTS UP Wlth the Sr ° Come to ‘CrossTraining’
LIFE <" . March 2011 Youth Ministry in 2011? Go to the Sunday mornings 9:15-10:15
LoouGD . 0 Fhey hean wthosk someone bucachivg 4o thems St Mark WebS|te’ in the Youth Room.
senorrionroun RTINS www.stmarkomaha.org, click the %
P = [ S Youth’ link and click on the 2011 [hoss {ramiNg
S | d o [Calendar. View it, download it, or
e o " | print it. Check back each month for
s &nugnm ? ;)&;mmwn %ﬂmkﬂ*" UpdateS - Some dates / times / Contact Pastor Greg:
m.d:;:;mm : ; B} ) § § § events may vary. The -WHAT § UP- gmoyer@stmarkomaha.org
e = = is another good way to catch the 891-6148x.12
Questions???  [Bwrasms Biors T S updates. It's available every Sun- Facebook ‘Greg Moyer
= I day at .




5 Page 4 From Michael Kesar, Director of Music Ministries
= St Mark Lutheran Church presents:

Vol Raised

Hymn Festival

2 3:00 PM Sunday, October 9, 2011
E A celebration of hymns of the faith and of the 10" anniversary of the
a installation of our Casavant Frere pipe organ, opus 3797.
] St Mark Choir Worship Musicians Contemporary Ensemble

Organist David Schack Brass Ensemble  Accompanist Glenda Bock  Flutes, Percussion and more

Featured Hymns at Festival: Did you know?
. It has been 10 years since our pipe organ was dedicated.
Amazing Grace It was first used on Father 6

CL\)) Abide With Me _ . :
Holv God. We Praise Thy Name The Dedicatory Recital was August 26, 2001 (on Offut Air
y ’ y Show Weekend) and drew 550 people.

Immortal, Invisible God OnlyVise

Our pipe organ has over 1,500 pipes.

October Hvmn Notes: Our organ was built in Canada by one of the oldest pipe
y ) organ companies in North America.

Take My Lifeand Let It Be LSB 783 ) ) .
Casavant Freres also built organs for Concordia, University

Frances Havergal wrote her famous hymn, Take My in Seward, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis and for Orches-

Life, in 1874. In 1878, when she read the stanza: tra Hall in Chicago along with organs in China and Macau,
fiTake my silver and myl qgd d, Not a mite woul I
withhold, d she had to [acknowledge her failure to do
just that. She had an amazing collection of jewelry, Casavant Frere built nearly 100 more organs since ours was

which had come by gift and inheritance. Immediately | completed 10 years ago.
she packed the jewels, and sent them to her church
missionary society. Then, just to be sure, she in- The day that the organ arrived many St. Mark members

cluded a check to cover the value of the items she came and carried in pipes and equipment from the semi

had kept! Al don't t hil|n Kruckwhiohdag cometalbthe way from Canadlau Many oh a v e
never packed a box wi t|h thepipeskveregaid eutos thermeirl floor ppws entil theaoi- d .
gan was assembled.

WANTED: Sponsors for Our Hymn Festival
We will have a few guest musicians helping at our hymn festival. If you would like to help with ex-
penses for this and other special musical events, put your offering in an envelope-any enveloped and
mark it oHymn Festival .




finvesting for Time and Eternity”

The Lord Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” Matthew 6:19-21).

As managers and stewards of what God has entrusted to us, we have a responsibility to manage well what rightfully
belongs to God. By storing up treasures in heaven, we safeguard that which we value. There, our treasures are not sub-
ject to destruction, damage or even inflation. Nor are they subject to theft since God provides the universe’s greatest
security system!

There’s nothing wrong with saving or investing here on earth. In fact, Jesus gave a commendation to faithful stewards
for that very action. But the primary place to invest is in what might be called “God’s Eternal Bank.” There are many
ways to invest in that special “bank.” When given in the name of the Lord Jesus and for His sake, even a cup of water
can be an investment in God’s Eternal Bank. Our financial resources can also be used in this way. Each time we give our
tithes and offerings at St. Mark Lutheran Church for the glory of God, we are storing up treasure in heaven, “investing
for time and eternity.”

The universal principle of giving is found in 2 Corinthians 9:7 — We are to give as we have decided in our hearts to give.
In other words, giving (including when to give and how much to give) is a matter of the heart. It is the same principle
Moses expressed in Exodus 25:2 — We are to give willingly from the heart.

Dr. George W. Truett was invited to dinner in the home of a very wealthy man in his congregation. After the meal, the
host led him to a place where they could get a good view of the surrounding area. Pointing to the oil wells punctuating
the landscape, he boasted, “Twenty-five years ago | had nothing. Now, as far as you can see, it’s all mine.”

Looking in the opposite direction at his sprawling fields of grain, he said, “That’s all mine.” Turning east toward huge
herds of cattle, he bragged, “They’re all mine.” Then pointing to the west and a beautiful forest, he exclaimed, “That,
too, is all mine.”

Dr. Truett simply placed one hand on the man’s shoulder and pointed heavenward with the other. “How much do you
have in that direction?” he asked.

That’s a good question, isn’t it? No matter what our wealth and financial holdings here on earth may be, what really
counts is what we have in store in heaven.

As you consider our annual stewardship emphasis, “Investing for Time and Eternity,” and as you consider how God has
blessed your life, to use Dr. Truett’s question, “How much do you have in that direction?” And perhaps even more im-
portantly, as you consider the year which lies ahead and your commitment to the Lord to give to this ministry, what
will you — by faith — promise to give in the coming year?

Please plan to be present on “Commitment Sunday,” October 23, 2011, as we offer our St. Mark Commitment Cards in
thanksgiving for God’s blessings in the past and in anticipation of God’s provisions in the future.

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap gener-
ously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:6-7).
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The Lord Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treas-
ures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew
6:19-21).

All of us are in the same position before God. We own ab-
solutely nothing. We are just managers and stewards of
what God has entrusted to us.

As managers and stewards, we use our time and our tal-
ents to do that which God has called us to do in ways that
will strengthen the total ministry here. Similarly, we use
our financial resources for God’s glory, for the good of oth-
ers, and for the furtherance of this ministry.

But Jesus said we are to store up treasures in heaven?
How can we do that. Normal banking methods are of no
value when it comes to God’s Eternal Bank. One way to
send treasures to heaven is to give to the Lord’s work here
on earth. Each time we give to St. Mark Lutheran Church,
it is as though we are making a deposit in God’s Eternal
Bank. Although the money is used here, it is credited to
our account and someday will pay tremendous dividends
when we stand before Christ.

Reformation
Festival Worship Service

The congregations of the Omaha North Circuit invite all to
a Reformation Festival Worship Service at Pacific Hills Lu-
theran Church in Omaha at 2:30pm Sunday, October 30,
2011. Dr. Alan Harre, President Emeritus of Valparaiso
University, will be the guest preacher, and music will be
provided by the joint sanctuary choirs of Mount Olive Lu-
theran and Pacific Hills Lutheran Churches along with the
Omaha Brass. Come join us as we celebrate God's gift of
the Gospel faithfully preached!

The VNA wilbe holding a Flu Clinic at ST Mark, Oct

12 from 10AM to 12PM. This is open to all members of
the church. They will be accepting Traditional | Medicare
Part B and RR Medicare Part B. No Managed Medi-

care, Medicade or Private Insurance will be accepted /
Billed. Shots are $25 and the Flu Mist will be $30.. by
check or cash. A receipt will be given to submit to your
Private Insurance Carrier for reimbursement. Children un-
der 18 MUST be accompanied by a Parent. Any questions
call Donna Rundlett 402-571-0614.

YR 90§

61'I:|:A Nb ncordia Lutheran Schools Gala
Fr|day ef 14th 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM - Embassy Suites

\N{% RE l]ns@«efrjng of celebration will include a si-
lent auction, dinner and program. Concordia Lutheran
Schools is excited to present guest speaker Stephen Mans-
field, sponsored by Midwest Laboratories. He is a New
York Times bestselling author and one of the nation's most
respected voices on religion and American culture. For
reservations and more information visit
www.concordiaomaha.org click on "What's New" or call
402-965-3534.

Update Membership InformatiordHave you changed your
phone number or moved? Does our Church Database
have YOUR family membership record correct? Here is
your chance to update YOUR record for an annual Guide
Book & Directory. If you have not already informed the
Church office about changes to your record, please let us
know now so that the information in the Guide Book &
Directory is correct. If you don’t want your information in
our public Guide Book & Directory, please let the office
know. You may call 402-391-6148 or e-mail khar-
money@stmarkomaha.org Kurt Harmoney with your in-
formation.

From Julie Kyriss, Director/Teacher St. Mark
Lutheran Preschool

Our school year is off to a great start! We are settling into
our new room and schedule. The preschool is blessed
with 41 energetic children and their very supportive fami-
lies. Itis wonderful to be able to offer our parents a
“Drive-thru” drop-off and pick-up service.

During the month of October, all of our preschool classes
will learn about fall and how animals prepare for the win-
ter. The 4-year-old and Pre-K 5 class will take a field trip to
Wenninghoff Farms to learn about life on the farm, enjoy a
hayrack ride, and take a trip through the corn maze. At
the end of the month, each class will invite their families
to come and celebrate fall with a Harvest Party.

During our weekly Worship, the children will hear bible
stories about Jacob’s dream, how Samuel listened when
God called him, the friendship of David and Jonathan, and
how God protected Daniel from the lions. The preschool
continues to support Project Hope with a weekly canned
food collection during worship.

Please stop in our see our new room; we would love to

have members of the congregation come in and visit with
our children. There are many opportunities for parishion-
ers to come and read stories, visit with the children during
snack times, and help with special projects during our class
time. Please contact the preschool office for more infor-
mation.


mailto:kharmoney@stmarkomaha.org
mailto:kharmoney@stmarkomaha.org
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DEBOLD, CASSANDRA
MUNDERLOH, DENISE
POIRIER, BRYAN
BELLANTI, JORDAN
CLARK, JESSICA
ISAAC, TONYA
WALLER, DAVID
LUEBBE, LESTER
NICHOLS, ALEXANDER*
WALLER, JOHN*
BAKER, SHEILA
DUNN, JOHNNIE
EVERITT, MONICA
SCHULTZ, LLOYD H
WALENZ, MILDRED
MEYERS, LISA

KISTER, ROBIN
TATREAU, FRANK
VENTEICHER, LEO
YETTS, LAWRENCE
BROWN, BENJAMIN
HORST, DAVID
KOPPIT, BETTY

PLATT, NATHAN*
RINGLER, DEANNA*
BOETCHER, ROBERT
EICHELBERG, MARION
GIESELMANN, KENNETH
HOUSER, ALEX*
JOHNSON, ANGELA

MUSGIJERD, KAIA*
OSTERMEYER, KIMBERLY
RETTIG, SHIRLEY
GOESER, DEEANN
KESAR, AVERY*

JAMES & LAURIE WILKENS
ANDREW & PEGGY GROOTHUIS
GREG & KAREN TROST

TERRY & JOEY DYER

KELLY & [JASON] LEACH

BERYL & WALDINE HARRIS
EUGENE & DELORES ARGERSINGER
HAROLD & JUNE FLOCKHART

10/1
10/2
10/2
10/3
10/3
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/6
10/6
10/7
10/7
10/7
10/7
10/7
10/8
10/10
10/10
10/10
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/11
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/12
10/12
10/12

10/12
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/13

Birthdays

BRADY, M.LOUISE

KLABUNDE JR, OTTO
SWANSON ll1, JACK*
SWANSON, JAYCIE*

STOFFREGEN, DORIS

JOHNSON, RODNEY

FISCUS, BENJAMIN*

KLOSTER, BRAYDEN

ROLLES, SYDNEY*

GLASS, BRADLEY*

BUNCH, MICHAEL
NISSEN, GARLAND
KAMMERER, EMILEE

WINCHELL, HAZEL

10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/27
10/27
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/30
10/30

10/30
10/30
10/30
10/31
10/31
10/31

MARTAINDALE, TIFFANY 10/13
NEKONCHUK, JUDY 10/13
PLATT, JACQUELYN* 10/13
GARABRANDT, JONE 10/15
KROEGER, PHYLLIS 10/15 DOERR, RONALD
MCGILL, MITCHEL 10/15 LEDWICH, ALEXI*
SANFILIPPO, EILEEN 10/15
BOYER, JACQUELINE 10/16 SWALE, STEVE
CRNKOVICH, VALINDA 10/16 GREIM, CAROL
ROLLES, SANDRA 10/16 HILL, CAROLINE
SUHR, JAROD 10/16
SUHR, RYAN 10/16 OWEN, SOPHIA
LOEFFELBEIN, DON 10/17
WILKINS, ANNA 10/17 FULLER, JEFFREY
BURKE, REGAN* 10/18 HARNACK, BETTY
HALLBERG, GLENDA 10/18 HILL, MATTHEW
NATHAN, KRISTIN 10/19
BOYER, CHRISTINE* 10/20 KOIS, DARREL
COULTER, JESSE 10/20 MCBRIDE, LOIS
HUNTLEY, CYNTHIA 10/20 PARKER, SHAWN
JOHNSON, DESIREE’* 10/20 BUNIK, DEVIN*
KAMMERER, CYNTHIA 10/20 CORRY, KRISTINA
LIEBSACK, ALEXIS* 10/20
MEYER, RILEY 10/20 FISCUS, MARIAN
RUTHERFORD, TONYA 10/20
DECKARD, LOGAN 10/21 JAROSE, CLAIRE
HANSON, LARRY 10/21 KLEPSER, KELLY
RENTSCHLER, MARK 10/21 LIEBSACK, JASON
ADOLF, KARI 10/22 BAKER, SUSAN
HANSON, TANYA 10/22 BEATY, CARLA
OLDENBURG,
CHARLETTE* 10/22 BIRKEL, MARY
AKEN, STEVEN* 10/23
RUSIE, KARLA 10/23
YETTS, SAVANNAH* 10/23
SCHULTZ, LLOYD E 10/24 KOIS, DANIEL
VILLELLA, THERESA 10/24
Anniversaries
10/2 24 ROBERT & FRANCES GRABBERT
10/3 19 DAVID & SUSAN THONEN
10/5 26 RODNEY & SHARON JOHNSON
10/6 10 KEVIN & ELIZABETH MESSEL
10/14 11 KEVIN & TERRI OSBORNE
10/16 59 ERIC & KAREN MUSGIJERD
10/17 67 ROD & JANA HOWE
10/18 62

10/19
10/19
10/26
10/26
10/26
10/27
10/30

54

15
15

21
35
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s lives for:

Youl!

FALL into Prayer
Enjoy your Beauty
And Scrapbook a Gift
At the St. Mar k
Mini Retreat

Sunday, October 23, 2011
Beginning at noon with Lunch in

Falkenroth Hall until 3:00P.M.
Grandmas, Aunts, Moms, Daughters,
Sisters and Friends of all ages are er
couraged to join us.

$10.00 includes: Lunch and all activities

Dondét miss the Pr ay
Room and the Scrapbooking Room
Age 13 and under are free when attending
With a paid adult

Register by calling 402391-6148
or in the church office

0s Womenos

rer Room, Spa & Beauty




