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Celebrating Freedom

Lee Greenwood is probably
best known for his patriotic
song “God Bless the USA.”
Among the lyrics of this

song are these two verses:

“And I’'m proud to be an
American where at least |
know I’'m free
And | won’t forget the men
who died who gave that
right to me.

And | gladly stand up next
to you and defend her still
today
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt
I love this land God bless
the USA.”

Around July 4th this song
will likely be heard many
times because it gives
credit and thanks to those
soldiers who have given
their all to preserve our

Summer

Ahhh ....summer. Just
the thought of summer
brings images of warm
days, swimming, ice cream,
baseball, BBQs, fireworks,
and family gatherings. For
many of us summer is a
time to step away from the
daily grind and to attend
family reunions and recon-
nect.

St. Mark Lutheran Church

freedom as citizens of the
United States of America.
“Freed to live” might well
be the words that describe
our lives as American citi-
zens.

As Christians we are
blessed even more than
living in a free country.
Because of the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ on the cross
we have been redeemed to
live as His free and joyous
people. That freedom from
sin, death and the devil is
not something to be taken
for granted. The cost for
that freedom is way too
high to become nonchalant
or indifferent about it. As
God’s redeemed stewards,
in cooperation with and
encouragement from fellow
redeemed stewards, we
freely and joyfully manage

As a boy my family traveled
across town to my cousin’s
house for swimming and a
family BBQ. Visits included
swimming, playing pool,
swimming, football games,
swimming, and other rough
house activities. Did | men-
tion swimming? There | got
to know my cousins. We
connected with each other

all of life and life’s re-
sources for God’s pur-
poses. Two verses from
one of our popular hymns
say it so well:

“Take my life and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my
days; let them flow in
ceaseless praise.

Take my love, my Lord, |
pour at Thy feet its treas-
ure store;

Take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all, for Thee.”

So, as we celebrate our
nation’s freedom and inde-
pendence we can do so
with joy while always re-
membering that freedom is
not free and brings with it

(continued on next page)

on those hot Phoenix sum-
mer days.

St. Mark Church is God’s
family. Some of the same
things | recall about my
biological family also apply
to our spiritual family at
church.

(continued on next page)
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Together on the Same Track

During a hike in the woods, a
troop of Boy Scouts came
across an abandoned sec-
tion of railroad tracks. Each
one tried to walk the rail of
the track but eventually lost
balance and tumbled off.

Suddenly two boys had an
inspiration. They bet every-
one they could both walk the
entire length of the track
without falling off. Chal-
lenged to make good on their
boast, the two boys jumped
on opposite rails, extended
their hands to balance each

other—and easily walked the
entire section of track.

This story from Scouts is a
good illustration of what it
looks like when we are work-
ing together. In a nutshell
this is community living and
healthy ministry. We do
things better, we produce
more, and we live better
helping one another.

Our St. Mark mission to
reach the lost, disciple the
saved, and love all people is
accomplished as we walk

together on the same
track. Our hosting Con-
cordia Academy is like
the two Scouts walking
together on the railroad
tracks. Together we can
accomplish more than
what we could accom-
plish alone.

Celebrating Summer (continued from page one)

“Take my life and
let it be
consecrated,
Lord, to Thee;
Take my
moments and my
days; let them

responsibility to stand up as
Americans and Christians to
help move our country to
higher moral ground. Let
our prayer this July 4t and
for all days be like the words
of this great Christian hymn:

“God bless our native land!

wave,
Do Thou our country save by
Thy great might.

For her our prayer shall rise
to God above the skies; on
Him we wait.

Thou who art ever nigh,

- —

and for our country we re-
member that standing up
lifts our whole being—mind,
body, spirit, time, talents
and, yes, also our pocket-
books—so that in all circum-
stances we can be matur-
ing stewards who do the

guiding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry, God
save the State!”

right things for the right rea-
sons and strive for excel-
lence in all we do!”

flow in ceaseless

praise Firm may she always stand

through storm and night!
When the wild tempests

- “Take My Life and rave, Ruler of wind and

Let it Be”,
LSB 783

When we stand up for Jesus

Summer (continued from page one)

of love and trust. Summer is
a time to build relationships.

God’s family should take
advantage of summer
months to connect and build
closer ties. During the
course of a year a church
family can get detatched
from others in the same fam-
ily. God’s family ought to have
fun together.

emy, wrapping up the build-
ing project, summer Sunday
School, helping flood victims,
and mission trips, let's make
some family memories this
together.

God’s family needs to do
family business together.
Serving happens in summer.

God’s family needs to eat

together often and talk about
their lives in an atmosphere

This summer, in the midst of
welcoming Concordia Acad-
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FORWARD MOTION

July
7 Adventureland
IT'S BACK!!! The Worlds of Fun trip is now the ADVENTURELAND
Trip. The flood waters can’t stop us, it's time for an adventure! Due to August
road closings we'll be going to Adventureland in lowa this July instead New Youth Room
of Worlds of Fun in KC. It's a great time to bring friends, have fun and End of Summer Bash (TBD)

get connected.

Registration: go to www.stmarkomaha.org and click ‘youth.” Return
completed forms and $36 to Pastor Greg - DUE SUNDAY 3rd!!!

When: July 7th, 7:30am-11:00pm.

Who: Sr. Youth / Jr. Youth & Friends. 28 spots will fill up fast!
Cost: $36/person.

[Cost includes - Park Admission, breakfast snack, transportation]

-ADVENTURELAND-

-NEW YOUTH ROOM-
Soon we'll have a new youth room! When the building project is completed the e Check out the website
youth room will be moving to one of the new rooms adjacent to the gym. We www.stmarkomaha.org
even have a door from the youth room right into the gym! It's going to be awe- » Facebook group ‘St. Mark
some! Youth Ministry’ look for

this:

We’'ll need help moving our youth stuff into the new youth room and getting it ( ( ( -I— ) ) )
setup. So be looking for updates on how you can help us get settled into our new L ceaking silenc,

St. Mark Youth Group

location come August!

UPDATED -20iF YOUTH CALENDAR-

Wondering WHAT § UP with the Sr. Youth Ministry in
2011? Go to the St. Mark website, | .
s www.stmarkomaha.org, click the “Youth’ link and click
. onthe 2011 Calendar. View it, download it, or print it.
_| Check back each month for updates - Some dates /
times / events may vary. The -WHAT § UP- is an-
e B T e other good way to catch the updates It's available
every Sunday at

e Come to ‘CrossTraining’
Sunday mornings 9:15-
10:15 in the Youth Room.

DRSS [

Contact Pastor Greg:
gmoyer@stmarkomaha.org
391-6148 x.12

Facebook ‘Greg Moyer’

ST. MARK YOUTH MINISTRY + HIGH SCHOOL
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From June 13-17 my wife Vivian
and | attended a Grace Place Re-
treat at Camp Okaboji in lowa. The
Grace Place Retreat is designed to
foster wellness and respite for
church workers in our Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod. These pro-
grams occur in several locations
across the country. In past years
Pastor Gierke and Joyce as well as
the Irwins have attended similar
retreats. Topics include wellness,
exercise, financial planning, spiritual
growth and marriage enrichment.
Some of the afternoons were re-
served for relaxation and recrea-
tional time. The program was
started by a St. Louis physician who
cared for several LCMS pastors and
observed their poor health and
stress related health issues. Pas-
tors were the initial focus but that
has now expanded to other church

Director of Music on the Go

workers.

Because of donations to this
program the cost was be very low to
attend. To find out more, check out
http://www.graceplaceretreats.org/

From July 27-29 | will attend the
Seward Worship Conference 2011.
It is sponsored by Concordia Seward
and St. John Lutheran Church. Vari-
ous worship and music topics will
be addressed by musicians and
pastors from our Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod. With housing avail-
able at Concordia University, the
cost for this conference is kept rela-
tively low. Concordia University and
St John, Seward have assumed the
leadership of this conference that
was formerly run by our LCMS wor-
ship Commission. The Worship
Commission was eliminated in the
streamlining and simplification of

LCMS organizational structure
that was passed at last sum-
mer’s LCMS convention. Stu-
dents Avery Kesar and Jacque
Platt will also attend as partici-
pants in a children’s choir for
the conference. They were
selected after submitting audi-
tion cds.

In July, | will also attend one
day of the state conference of
the American Choral Directors
Association. The Nebraska
Choral Directors Association
has put on this annual summer
conference for many years. It
is held in Crete, NE at Doane
College and always features a
fine group of concerts and
workshops along with profes-
sional networking among the
choir directors at schools and
churches in Nebraska.

June 2010
marked the
10th anniversary
of the installation
of our pipe organ.
The Director of
Music Ministries
will be looking for
ways to celebrate
this milestone in the
coming year.

K. Lee Scott

Carl Daw

Hymn of the Month July 2011

SPLENDOR AND HONOR

Tune: SHADES MOUNTAIN K. Lee Scott b. 1950

Text: Carl Daw b. 1944
Lutheran Service Book # 950

While this may seem like a
“new hymn” to some of us, in
some ways, this is one of our
most ancient hymns. That is
because the text is drawn heav-
ily from Revelation 4:11, 5:9-
10, 13.

Revelation consists of a vi-
sion of heaven given to the
apostle John. Many musical
settings of these ancient songs
have been created down
through the centuries, including
the one in the Anglican Book of
Common Prayer of which this
hymn is a paraphrase. So as we
sing this, we are singing with
the saints of many times, places
and languages as well as with
the very angels in heaven.

Dr. Carl Pickens Daw Jr. is a
noted pastor, professor, editor,
and hymn writer. Most recently

Hymnal Supplement 98 # 910

he served as the executive
director of the Hymn Soci-
ety of the United States and
Canada. (1996-2009). His
hymn texts appear in many
twentieth century hymnals.
Keaton Lee Scott was
born in 1950 in Langdale,
Alabama. He is a graduate
of the Alabama School of
Music and is noted as a
choral conductor and com-
poser. He has over 200
published compositions.
This tune is called SHADES
MOUNTAIN and is named
after the mountain on
which the composer lives in
Birmingham, Alabama.

Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13

11 “Worthy are You, our Lord
and our God, to receive glory
and honor and power; for You
created all things, and because
of Your will they existed, and
were created.”

9 And they sang a new song,
saying, “Worthy are You to take
the book and to break its seals;
for You were slain, and pur-
chased for God with Your blood
men from every tribe and
tongue and people and nation.

10 “You have made them to be
a kingdom and priests to our
God; and they will reign upon
the earth.”

13 And every created thing
which is in heaven and on the
earth and under the earth and
on the sea, and all things in
them, | heard saying, “To Him
who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb, be blessing and
honor and glory and dominion
forever and ever.”




From, Director/Teacher St. Mark Lutheran Preschool

Preschool

I feel that God has truly
blessed St. Mark Lutheran
Preschool this past year. We
have seen a steady increase in
our enrollment throughout the
2010-11 school year, and cur-
rently have 30 of our 45 slots
filled for the fall. I am very
excited to move into the new
room that St. Mark is provid-
ing for the Preschool. As we
move forward in this very
important ministry, I ask that
you continue to pray for our
preschool so that we continue
to have the opportunity to
reach out and proclaim the
Gospel message of our Lord
Jesus Christ to young children

Preschool News

and their families. If you have
preschool-aged children,
please consider attending St.
Mark Preschool. If not, we’d
appreciate it if you would rec-
ommend our preschool to your
friends and family.

At the end of this school year,
I had the opportunity to pack
up all the preschool belong-
ings and found that many of
our well-loved toys and learn-
ing centers were missing
pieces, or in need of being
replaced. I have placed a
“Preschool Giving Tree” out-
side the sanctuary with ideas
for new toys and other items
such as art supplies and paper

General News

OVERSEAS SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES: RELATION-

SHIP BUILDER

You and your teammates could serve in a number of different
settings around the world, from elementary schools, to high
schools, to language centers. Some of your additional responsi-
bilities will be helping to plan and lead evangelistic social events
throughout the year with a strong emphasis on Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter. All of the different activities are specifi-
cally designed to give you and your teammates the opportunity
to meet people and form relationships with the hope of sharing
the love of Christ and helping to build up the Lutheran worship-
ing community in that place.

Your unique contribution to the team is highly valued. You will
have many opportunities to use your God-given gifts and abili-
ties to communicate the Gospel. These might include music,
drama, art, writing, photography, cooking, hospitality, sports or
computer skills. There are 15 openings available for this position
and the term of service is one year.

For more information, contact an LCMS World Mission place-
ment counselor at 800-433-3954 or mis-
sion.recruitment@I|cms.org. To learn about how you can serve
the Lord around the world, visit www.lcms.org/searchopps.
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products which we will need
throughout the year. Under-
neath the tree there is a binder
with the “Voyages” bible sto-
ries we use weekly; these sto-
ries are the core of our cur-
riculum. If you would like to
help the preschool purchase
these stories, they cost us
$10.49 per child for the whole
year—any donations to sup-
port this would be greatly ap-
preciated. Donation slips are
located inside the binder.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my
first year here at St. Mark, and
am looking forward to work-
ing with the St. Mark congre-
gation and preschool families
during the 2011-12 school
year. Julie Kyriss

“WHAT HAPPENS WHEN | DIE?” PROJECT

CONNECT BOOKLET

One of the recent new booklets now available from the Lutheran
Hour Ministries' Project Connect series is entitled "What Hap-

pens When | Die?"

In this booklet by Pastor Stephen Hower, human death—and
what Scripture says about the end of our lives—is explained to
Christians and non-Christians alike. Examining biblical passages
dealing with the “body,” “soul,” “heaven,” “hell” and other top-
ics, Hower unpacks this difficult subject for the reader. In the
final analysis, he reminds us it’s our belief in Jesus’ atoning sacri-
fice for the sins of the world that makes the ultimate difference
when our lives come to an end.

This and other new Project Connect booklets can be either
viewed at no charge or downloaded and sent to others as an e-
mail attachment by going here: http://www.lhm.org/
projectconnect/booklets.asp.

To purchase the printed booklets, go here: http://
www.lhmgift.org/storefront/products.asp?
by=topic&id=7&page=all



mailto:mission.recruitment@lcms.org
mailto:mission.recruitment@lcms.org
http://www.lcms.org/searchopps
http://www.lhm.org/projectconnect/booklets.asp
http://www.lhm.org/projectconnect/booklets.asp
http://www.lhmgift.org/storefront/products.asp?by=topic&id=7&page=all
http://www.lhmgift.org/storefront/products.asp?by=topic&id=7&page=all
http://www.lhmgift.org/storefront/products.asp?by=topic&id=7&page=all







MEYER, DILLON*
MEYER, HALLE*
NELSON, KATHRYN
TRAUDT, DEAN
CLARK, DAVID
CRNKOVICH, MICHAEL
BACON, SARAH*

BRUEGGEMANN, EVELYN

CARSTENSEN, ELAINE
HARTLINE, CHARLES
KOOP, RUTH
NELSON, LARRY
COOK, DEMI*
DAHLKOETTER, GLEN
KUDRNA, AUSTIN*
OSSENKOP, JASON
POPPE, DEAN

FORD, [MELISSA]
PLATT, KRISTAL
RASMUSSEN, ROBERT
WALLER, MARY*
WINGE, TOM
KUDRNA, ABBEY*
MAAS, JESSICA
TEMME, KAREN
FORD, FAITH
JOHNSON, LEAH*
RINGLER, CATHY
SKAHILL, LOIS
DAHLKOETTER, DENA
DANGBERG, DENISE
STEIN, CHRISTINE*
WELCH, EVERETT
KERSTEN, JERALD
MASS, JEFFREY
KERSTEN, RANDY
ROSENWINKEL, KURT
SUHR, KIRSTEN
BRADY, MATTHEW
JOHNSON, HANNAH*
ADOLF, PAMELA

MCKOWN, CHRISTOPHER

BAILEY, [JAMES]

1-Jul
1-Jul
1-Jul
1-Jul
2-Jul
2-Jul
3-Jul
3-Jul
3-Jul
3-Jul
3-Jul
3-Jul
4-Jul
4-Jul
4-Jul
4-Jul
4-Jul
5-Jul
5-Jul
5-Jul
5-Jul
5-Jul
7-Jul
7-Jul
7-Jul
8-Jul
8-Jul
8-Jul
8-Jul
9-Jul
10-Jul
10-Jul
10-Jul
11-Jul
11-Jul
12-Jul
12-Jul
12-Jul
13-Jul
13-Jul
15-Jul
15-Jul
16-Jul

Birthdays

HORST, JOHN
MILLER, EMILY*
MONACO, CHLOE
HOLLERS, COLIN*
BURT, MARGARET
SCHULTZ, KATELYNN
BURKE, GERALD
STOVER, SANDY
BACON, CHERYL
DEMBOWSKI, PAUL*
FORD, [GERRY]
MARIENAU, DENNIS
SANFILIPPO, DAN
SCHADDE, GARY
STAGNER, LINDSEY
DWIGHT, ANGELA
EVANS, ROY
NELSON, ERIC
SHARP, MICHAEL*
KESAR, VIVIAN
SUHR, GALE

BEENE, MICHAEL*
COOK, DESIRAE
JOHNSON, LAUREN
LIEBSACK, WILLIAM
RAGLE, EMMA
SWAN, Jerry
VANDERLOO, JULIA*
DECKARD, RONALD
STEIN, SUSAN
FISCUS, KAREN
KISTER, SHEA
KUHLMAN, LUCILLE
PEDERSEN, SUE
RYGOL, ANDY
OLSON, DALE
WATSON, ROBERT
STRIPLIN, GARY
SUDDUTH, MAE
DYER, TERRY
JOHANNES, SHANDA
KETCHAM, THOMAS
OETTER, LAURA*
JAMES, LYDIA*

16-Jul
16-Jul
16-Jul
17-Jul
18-Jul
18-Jul
19-Jul
19-Jul
20-Jul
20-Jul
20-Jul
20-Jul
20-Jul
20-Jul
20-Jul
21-Jul
21-Jul
21-Jul
21-Jul
22-Jul
22-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
23-Jul
24-Jul
25-Jul
26-Jul
26-Jul
26-Jul
27-Jul
27-Jul
28-Jul
28-Jul
29-Jul
29-Jul
30-Jul
30-Jul
30-Jul
30-Jul
31-Jul



General News

St Mark “Family Fun in the Son event at Two Rivers State Rec-
reation Area begins this on Saturday, July 9th at 10:00. Please
arrive between 9:30 and 10:00 AM to be ready for the day.
Travel, supply and agenda information is available in the hand-
bills located in the Narthex entry poster.

Fellowship time on Sundays, coffee, juice and snacks are avail-
able in Falkenroth Hall on the
lower level from 9:00 to 9:15 AM.
Please join us.

A volunteer response team is be-
ing formed to respond on short
notice to requests for Missouri
River flooding assistance. If you are
willing to jump in/travel to sites in
need over the next 2-3 weeks at
short notice please sign narthex
volunteer lists -a volunteer call out will be made if needs are
identified.

Preschool News

St. Mark Lutheran Church is seeking a part-time Paraprofes-
sional to assist with the morning classes. If you are interested in
more information, please call Julie Kyriss at 402-292-1367 or
send your resume to:

Email: mkyriss@cox.net Mail: St. Mark Lutheran Church1821
North 90th Street Omaha, NE 68114

St. Mark Storage: The St. Mark Properties Ministry Action Team
is seeking the assistance of St. Mark Ministry Action Teams and
ministries who have items stored in either main storage areas
(central or AV) to review the content and declutter and reduce
the items in storage by July 10. After this time the Properties
Team will declutter.

“THE STORY BIBLE” NEW FROM CPH
Concordia Publishing House, the publishing arm of The Lutheran

Church—Miissouri Synod, is pleased to announce their newest
children’s Bible, The Story Bible. Described by one reader as a
“walk-off grand slam,” the Bible features lifelike, high-quality
illustrations, Christ-centered stories, and resources to enhance
learning.

Created for children ages three and up, The Story Bible can be
read to children, with children, and by children, and leads little
ones to understand the sacred Scriptures.

d¢ KS { GvadaRiream projdct$or me since | had used
numerous Bible story books with my four children but was never
quite happy with what was available,” said senior editor Rever-
end Edward Engelbrecht. “The books were missing important
elements such as faithfulness to the biblical text, consistent fo-
cus on salvation in Christ, or appropriate artwork. You might find
one or two of these elements but never all together in one pack-
age.”

"Aside from beautiful pictures and a wonderful design, The Story
Bible offers something no other children’s Bible provides: the
wonderful Christ-centered power of the Holy Scriptures,” said
Paul McCain, publisher at CPH. “Children will love this Bible, and
parents and grandparents will love sharing it with them."

Also included in The Story Bible are “Ask, Do, and Pray” features,
written by Pawlitz, meant to help readers extend the meaning of
the text. Plus, the text is threaded together with introductions,
written by Engelbrecht, that allow readers to better understand
the stories.

Whether for at-home use, in preschools, or as part of a congre-
gation-wide children’s ministry, The Story Bible is truly ground-
breaking for Concordia Publishing House and for the Christian
market. To order or learn more about the children’s Bible, visit
cph.org or call 1-800-325-3040.

Anniveraries

ROBERT & ELINOR KNUDSON 1-Jul 61
JASON & [BROOKE] OSSENKOP 2-Jul 5
MARVIN & MELISSA ROSENTHAL 3-Jul 29
JOHN E. & GLADYS HAMAKER 5-Jul 66
THOMAS & JUDITH KETCHAM 6-Jul 53
THOMAS & KELLY VOLKSEN 6-Jul 20
MILTON & OPAL WARNER 6-Jul 64
STEVE & DIANE BANG 11-Jul 24
DANIEL & [SHERIL] GALDE 11-Jul 13
MICHAEL & VIVIAN KESAR 15-Jul 22
DENNIS & NORMA MARIENAU 16-Jul 63

JEFFREY & JUANITA OGG 18-Jul 19
LLOYD H & KAREN SCHULTZ 19-Jul 31
WAYNE & GERALDINE WESTPHAL 19-Jul 53
DEEANN & [DENIS] GOESER 24-Jul 29
DAVID & [BERNADETTE] HORST 24-Jul 18
JOHNNIE & JAYNE DUNN 25-Jul 53
MICHAEL & CAROLYN BUNCH 26-Jul 42
ANGELA & [SCOTT] BUNIK 26-Jul 14
BRENDA & [JOSHUA] NEAL 28-Jul 4
STEVE & [MARY KAY] SWALE 28-Jul 10
LLOYD E & HENRIETTA SCHULTZ 29-Jul 63
LARRY & DEANNE ROLLES 30-Jul 44


http://www.cph.org
http://www.lcms.org
http://www.lcms.org
http://cph.org/t-topic-storybible.aspx
http://www.cph.org/pdf/012049.pdf
http://bit.ly/mK3w0F
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