
 
as we read in Romans 6:3-

5: “Do you not know that 

all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his 

death?  We were buried 

therefore with him by bap-

tism into death, in order 

that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we 

too might walk in newness 

of life.  For if we have been 

united with him in a death 

like his, we shall certainly 

be united with him in a 

resurrection like his.” 

 

If Jesus had remained 

dead his death would be 

meaningless but, “Christ is 

risen!  He is risen, indeed!  

Alleluia! 

Christ is  risen!  He is risen, 

indeed!  Alleluia!  

 

By  now the jelly beans are 

gone and the chocolate 

Easter bunny has been 

devoured.  Stores are 

stocking the shelves with 

cards and gifts for the next 

“big” holiday (Mother’s 

Day).  Easter has come and 

gone for much of our cul-

ture. 

 

However, in the Church, we 

have 40 days set aside to 

especially celebrate our 

Lord Jesus’ resurrection 

from the dead.  The season 

extends from Easter Vigil to 

Pentecost.  Through the 

month of May we proclaim 

in worship those eight 

words: “Christ is risen!  He 

is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!”  

These eight words are 

God’s Word of truth which 

offer life and salvation to 

all who believe. 

 

In worship our hymns, 

songs, Scriptures, and ser-

mons will continue to offer 

us snapshots of Easter.  

Easter Snapshots is our 

Easter season sermon se-

ries.  In this sermon series, 

based on the appointed 

lectionary Gospels, we will 

encounter our risen Savior 

and explore the impact of 

the resurrection for our 

lives today and for eternity. 

 

Through Jesus’ resurrec-

tion we are given new life 

Eight Words 

YAM 2011 

Welcome to the month of 

Yam!  “Wait a minute,” you 

might say, “Are you talking 

some foreign language?  

Yam is not one of the 

twelve months of the year!”  

You are right, but if you 

reverse those three letters 

you have the month of 

May.  You can have some 

fun reversing words, like 

your name or the names of 

others or whatever triggers 

your imagination. 

 

However, we sometimes 

get important things re-

versed and that is not 

good.  For example, we 

Americans often think of 

ourselves as “owners” in-

stead of “managers.”  Even 

we as Christians think of 

“our stuff” and even our 

“congregation’s stuff” as 

ours, that we see ourselves 

as the “owners” instead of 

the “managers”.  That runs 

contrary to what the Bible 

clearly teaches in passages 

like Psalm 24:1 which 

state that “The earth is the 

Lord’s, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live 

in it.”  All things belong to 

God because He is the 

Creator and therefore the 

Owner of all things, includ-

ing us. 

 

What are we then?  We are  
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proper distinction between 

Owner and manager we will 

have major struggles with 

Christian stewardship.  We 

will conclude that all the 

things we surround ourselves 

with, whether at home, work 

or church, belong to us and, 

therefore, we can use them 

in any way we choose.  That 

assumption is a misconcep-

tion of what the Bible 

teaches.  It is also opposed 

to the first Article of the 

Apostles Creed which says “I 

believe in God the Father 

Almighty, Maker of heaven 

managers, trustees or care-

takers of that which belongs 

to someone else.  For exam-

ple, Genesis 2:15 states that 

“The Lord God took the man 

and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care 

of it.”  The garden belonged 

to God, but He chose to have 

Adam work the garden and 

take care of it.  If Adam 

would have thought that the 

garden belonged to him, he 

would have reversed the 

truth. 

 

If we are not clear on the 

and earth.”  We could also 

add “and Owner” between 

“Maker” and “of.” 

 

So, in this month of Yam, 

oops, May, resolve to grow in 

your understanding and prac-

tice of what it means to be a 

Christian steward.  There is 

an old saying that “April 

showers bring May flowers.”  

During this Easter season 

with the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit we can grow like 

beautiful flowers that give 

witness to the beauty and 

glory of our Father in heaven.  

To God be the glory! 

YAM 2011 (continued from page one) 

From Pastor James Irwin, Senior Pastor 

St.  Mark is sending two 

teams on short term mission 

trips; one going to Nicaragua 

and the other going to Po-

land. 

 

The teams needs the prayer 

support of concerned Chris-

tians.  I am asking you to 

consider being a prayer part-

ner for the teams and their 

ministry in Nicaragua and 

Poland.  Please pray for our 

teams as we learn and pre-

pare for this ministry.  There 

is much to do before we 

leave.  Please pray for travel 

plans, safety, and schedules.  

Making the connections and 

meeting the schedules may 

necessitate flexibility in 

plans, so pray for under-

standing as well as timely 

arrivals. 

 

Team members are responsi-

ble for their own travel, lodg-

ing, food and other ex-

penses.  If you would like to 

contribute to these ex-

penses, please make the 

checks payable to St. Mark 

Lutheran Church and note a 

particular team or individual 

in the subject line.   The five 

and ten dollar donations are 

just as vital as larger sums. 

 

You can also support the 

teams through various fund 

raising events, such as the 

Easter Brunch.  There are 

two upcoming fundraisers for 

mission teams: (1) Roses for 

Mom and (2) Sports Spatulas 

for Dad. 

 

Most especially your prayers 

are needed for the teams 

and for the lives we will 

touch for Jesus. 

tries, and God will open new 

doors to unbelievers for 

them, but it often feels the 

only thing we can do is pray.  

But there are more things 

we can do.  Through LCMS 

World Relief, efforts are be-

ing made in some of these 

countries.  See what Chris-

tians are doing though the 

Missouri Synod agency: 

Check their website at: 

www.lcms.org/worldrelief or 

phone them at or phone 

them at 800-248- 

1930 ext. 1380 or 1381. 

Together we can reach out 

in mercy and compassion 

across the nation and 

around the globe.  Together 

we can share the life, hope 

and love of our risen Savior 

Jesus. 

From Egypt, to Libya; and 

from Syria to Japan, chal-

lenges to our world seem no 

greater than they are today.  

We grieve the loss of life in 

these countries and others, 

such as Haiti, devastated by 

natural catastrophes and 

conflict. 

 

We know there are Chris-

tians in most of these coun-

What can I do? 

Short Term Mission Teams 

“Jesus of Nazareth”1977 

 

“Our Lord has 

written the 

promise of the 

resurrection, not 

in books alone, 

but in every leaf in 

spring-time.” 

- Martin Luther 



May 

 8 Mothers Day 

 Christian Music May - listen 

to only Christian Music all 

month.  It’ll lift your spirit dur-

ing finals and give you a posi-

tive attitude going into the 

summer. 

 

June 

 19 Fathers Day 

  

July 

 7 Worlds of Fun 

MAY  

 Check out the website 

www.stmarkomaha.org 

 Facebook group ‘St. Mark 

Youth Ministry’ look for 

this: 

 

 

 

 

 Come to ‘CrossTraining’ 

Sunday mornings 9:15-

10:15 in the Youth Room. 

Wondering What’s Up with the Sr. Youth Ministry in 

2011?  Go to the St. Mark website, 

www.stmarkomaha.org, click the ‘Youth’ link and click 

on the 2011 Calendar.  View it, download it, or print it.  

Check back each month for updates - Some dates / 

times / events may vary.  The -What’s Up- is an-

other good way to catch the updates.  It’s available 

every Sunday at  

-2011 Youth Calendar- 

Take the challenge - listen to only 

Christian music during May!  You’ll be 

surprised how it changes your attitude, 

we all need that during finals. 

 

Where to get the tunes: 

1. FM 88.1 - KLOVE 

2. FM 100.7 - KGBI 

3. Pandora.com - Genre Stations; 

Christian. 

4. Borrow a CD from Pastor Greg. 

5. Get a list of Christian artists & their 

genre from PG. 

-Christian Music- 
-May- 

- 
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Elizabeth Arnason 

Morgan Bailey 

Erica Bang 

Allison Beber 

Matthew Brady 

Marshal Fenster 

Lauren Hawks 

Andrew Houser 

Lauren Johnson 

Desiree’ Johnson 

Nicholas Johnson 

William Kois 

Ashley Kuntz 

Jacob Moore 

Ryan Nelson 

Derek Nelson 

Mark Peetzke 

Christina Peters 

Lindsay Sampson 
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 Our  Adult Choir and Children’s 

Choir are winding down their seasons of 

singing this month.  Our thanks to these 

volunteers who spend many hours prac-

ticing in order to enrich our worship. 

 Special thanks are due to Chil-

dren’s Choir Director/Seasonal Handbell 

Director Vivian Kesar and Alleluia Club 

Leader Angie Miller.  In 2010 budget 

cuts their small pay was eliminated for 

these positions, but they have contin-

ued to serve in these capacities as 

volunteers.  Their work is a blessing to 

our children. 

 Children’s Choir and Alleluia 

Club will conclude with a closing pizza 

party on May 11 and with the Chil-

dren’s Choir singing in church on Sun-

day, May 15. 

 We also thank our  volunteer 

Worship Musicians who will continue 

to lead music at most 9:15 services 

throughout the summer, and our mostly 

volunteer Worship Band at 10:30.   

 Oboes, cellos, flutes, brass and 

percussion add various sounds and tim-

bres to our services and we thank the 

players who serve in that way. 

 We will persist in our search for 

a Handbell Director and thank those 

who participate when we form a group 

for various occasions. 

 

1859.  Neale (1818-1866) was an English 

clergyman and scholar who wrote many 

hymns and translated many more. Lu-

theran Worship, for example, contains 17 

of his translations.  Neale did not win the 

favor of the English church hierarchy and 

was plagued with ill health.  He did his 

scholarly charitable  work in relative ob-

scurity.  Concerning his hymns and trans-

lations Neale refused to copyright his 

work.  Neale held that “ a hymn, whether 

original or translated, ought, the moment 

it is published, to become the common 

property of  Christendom, the author re-

taining no private right in it whatsoever.” 

 Many different tunes have been 

used for this hymn by various denomina-

tions.  In our last 2 hymnals a  jaunty Ger-

man melody is used.  GAUDEAMUS 

PARITER first appeared in 1544 but its 

composer and origins are unknown.  Its 

bouncing rhythms are typical of the Ger-

man chorale for which Missouri Synod 

Lutherans are sometimes noted. 

     While this may feel like one of 

the newer hymns to some of us, it is ac-

tually one of the oldest in our hymnals.  It 

was originally written in Greek by a Syr-

ian monk of the 7th century.   John of 

Damascus wrote it as part of a canon (a 

type of Greek hymn).  A canon consists of 

9 odes, each with 6-9 stanzas.  This 

hymn comes from the canon for the Sun-

day After Easter.  John wrote many more 

canons for the various festivals of the 

church year. 

 This text refers to the story 

found in Exodus 15.  It compares Easter 

to the freeing of the Israelites from Egypt.  

This seems a fitting comparison as the 

exodus was perhaps the central act of 

redemption of the Old Testament  for the 

Jews and Easter can be thought of as the 

central act of redemption of the New 

Testament.  There are also references to 

I Cor. 15:20-28 and Matt. 28:1-9.   

 The English version we use for 

this hymn is drawn heavily from the 

translation by John Mason Neale of 

St John of Damascus 
Born circa 676 AD  

             in Damascus, Syria 

Died Dec. 4, 749 AD  

               near Jerusalem  
     John was born into a Christian 

family, many of whom worked in the 

government even after their area 

came under Arab Muslim rule in the 

7th century. With interest in law, 

theology, philosophy and music, 

John was what we today would call a 

second career pastor.  Before being 

ordained he served as an adminis-

trator to the Muslim caliph of Da-

mascus.  Though wealthy, he gave 

away all his possessions and en-

tered a monastery.  Beside theologi-

cal writings, he is known for his mu-

sical skills. 

Various Musicians Conclude Seasons of Singing and Playing  

May 2011   Hymn of the Month 

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

Greek Title  Αϊσωμεν, πάντεζ λαοί 

The Lutheran Hymnal 204 (SCHWING DICH AUF)   

Lutheran Worship 142 (GAUDEAMUS PARITER) 

Lutheran Service Book 487 (GAUDEAMUS PARITER) 
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From Michael Kesar, Director of Music Ministries 



 

 

Anniversaries 

WILLIAM & MARGIE ERICKSON 1-May 47  CHERYL & [RICHARD] MCCLUSKY 20-May 22 

ROBERT & MELANIE PISTILLO 1-May 19  TONYA & [RICHARD] GODDEN 21-May 5 

MATTHEW & CHRISTINE TILFORD 1-May 18  DARREN & KATIE CARLSON 22-May 5 

TYLER & JANET MORGAN 5-May 10  [GERRY] & [MELISSA] FORD 22-May 7 

DUANE & MILDRED NELSON 5-May 60  DAVID & DENISE STECKELBERG 22-May 12 

LEO & TERRY VENTEICHER 5-May 27  SANDRA & [DANIEL] DEVAULT 25-May 37 

DAVID & SANDY STOVER 7-May 23  GEORGE & STEPHANIE KRIJAN 26-May 32 

KENNETH & JENNIFER LAUTRUP 8-May 9  STEPHEN & JEANETTE AUGUSTYN 27-May 5 

MATT & [KARI] METSCHKE 10-May 14  DOUG & TONYA ISAAC 27-May 16 

MIKE & KIM REMMICK 11-May 15  KENNETH & DEBBIE GIESELMANN 28-May 17 

JACK & DENISE SWANSON 11-May 20  DENISE & [ED] DEJOY 29-May 24 

STEVE & JOAN STOLLER 12-May 5  GALE & KIRSTEN SUHR 29-May 17 

DON & RAEDEE NELSON 15-May 19  SHANDA & [JEFFREY] JOHANNES 30-May 7 

DEAN & [SUSAN] TRAUDT 19-May 21  STEVE & LANA PULVERENTI 30-May 24 

    KENNETH  R. & BONNIE GEORGE 31-May 58 



Birthdays 

 

 

MCCLUSKY, CHERYL 5/1  THERNES, HENRY 5/11  JOHNSON, NICHOLAS* 5/22 

O’DOWD, YVONNE 5/1  WALSTROM, ELIZABETH 5/11  NELSON, SONIA 5/22 

RAGLE, PATRICK 5/1  BANG, DIANE 5/12  SCHULTZ, HENRIETTA 5/22 

WESTCOTT, ASHLEY 5/1  JACOB, RAMONA 5/12  STECKELBERG, DAVID 5/22 

FISHER, DARREN 5/2  ROSSO, RYAN* 5/12  BANG, ELIZABETH 5/24 

WILKENS, LAURIE 5/2  THURBER, VERNELLE 5/12  BOETCHER, RITA 5/24 

ZACHARIAS, DAVID 5/3  AUGUSTYN, ALEXIS 5/14  CHEN, LEIDA 5/24 

BABCOCK, ELIZABETH 5/4  COOK, CHARLES* 5/14  DAVEY, MICHELLE 5/24 

MILLER, DARIN 5/4  HARMONEY, THADDAEUS 5/14  OLDENBURG, PETER 5/24 

ROY, KRYSTINA 5/4  ISAAC, ANTHONY* 5/14  ANDERSON, TAMMY 5/25 

STURCH, JOANN 5/4  DICKERSON, DAVID 5/15  FERRIN, BEN 5/25 

WALLER, ELISAH* 5/4  LICHT, BELVA 5/16  HOLLERS, NICOLE 5/25 

CARLSTEDT, AMY 5/5  STANTON, [RICHARD] 5/16  NIMTZ, AMANDA 5/25 

HALEY, [NORA] 5/5  DENNIS, JACOB 5/17  RAWSON, SHARI 5/25 

ZEBOLSKY, GREGORY 5/5  HALLBERG, CLARANORE 5/17  ADAMS, CHRISTOPHER* 5/26 

LAUTRUP, [JESSICA] 5/6  MARTAINDALE, SEVASTION* 5/17  KESAR, MICHAEL 5/26 

LUEBBE, NIKOLE* 5/7  CAMPBELL, JILL* 5/18  PENKE, ALICE 5/26 

MARIENAU, NORMA 5/7  GREIM, ARLINE 5/18  RUTHERFORD, BRYAN 5/26 

PEETZKE, JOHN 5/7  KESAR, ETHAN 5/18  SAMPSON, [JOSEPH] 5/26 

SCHLESIGER, MARVIN 5/7  MATUSKA, LYNN 5/18  SCHMIDT, SHARON 5/26 

URBATCH, EVELYN 5/7  MERRILL, KRISTIN 5/18  WESTHOFF, B J 5/26 

DWIGHT, LENKA* 5/8  FLOCKHART, HAROLD 5/19  BEBER, HANNAH 5/27 

HUTCHISON, CHAD 5/8  HILL, STEVEN 5/19  VENTEICHER, TERRY 5/27 

BARRY, ERIC 5/9  OSSENKOP, DENISE 5/19  MEIER, PHILLIP 5/28 

BARRY, STEVEN 5/9  PETERSEN, JENS 5/19  WACKER, LORRIE 5/28 

FORD, DEREK* 5/9  SWANSON, JACK 5/19  WAHL, SHARON 5/28 

GODDEN, TONYA 5/9  COOK, CHELLIE* 5/20  BLAIR, BRYCE 5/29 

SIMUNACI, DONNA 5/9  MUNSON, ZACHARY* 5/20  STOLZENBURG, [WILLIAM] 5/29 

WESTPHAL, GERALDINE 5/9  DWIGHT, JANIKA* 5/21  AUGUSTYN, JEANETTE 5/30 

CORRY, MICHAEL 5/10  FISHER, CHRISTY 5/21  KURZ, SHARLA 5/30 

RAGLE, CHRISTOPHER 5/10  HAYES, RACHEL 5/21  LAUTRUP, JENNIFER 5/30 

WALLER, STEVE 5/10  POPPE, LYNN 5/21  VOLKSEN, KELLY 5/30 

FULLER, TAMI 5/11  SCHWANKE, EARL 5/21  GODDEN, SHERILYN 5/31 

MADGETT, LINDA 5/11  HALLBERG, TIMOTHY 5/22    





Paige Bailey Ellie Nichols  
Jacob Beber Andy Pistillo  
Taryn Brown Haylie Platt 
Bailey Burke Adam Polsley 
Jacob Ferrin Hannah Pulverenti 
Abigail Fisher Taylor Rawson 
Chelsea Irwin Jacob Volksen 
Kylie Johnson John Waller 
Skyler McClusky Mariah Watson 
Christian Muganyizi 
McKenzie Munderloh 

2011 Confirmands 



Looking for a way to connect?  Serving as a St. Mark usher 
is a great way to serve and to make connections. You can 
be single, married, or a family and usher together, and still 
worship at the same time. Each ushering team should have 
4 or 5 people on it.  Ushers teams are needed at all ser-
vices. If you are interested in serving please call Corey Ru-
sie, head usher, at 402-934-5567.  
 

Fun, Fellowship, and…. GOLF!!!  The St Mark Golf 
League  begins play Saturday, April 30th. The season will 
run through Saturday, August 6th. 
We will be playing at Warren Swiggart Golf Course, 3865 
Parkview Drive. Cost is $10 plus weekly green fees.  This is 
a for fun league.  Golfers of all abilities are invited. Please 
arrive early, we will tee off at 7:15 a.m.   For more infor-
mation contact Lloyd Schultz. Phone; (402) 558-1174 or e-
mail; bhsbunny72@cox.net.  See you on the course! 
 

K-12 & Church Worker Vocational Scholarship applica-
tions are now available on the front desk in the of-
fice.  Applications need to be returned to the office by 
April 30th.  Contact Angie Miller, CEMAT Chair, if you have 

any questions: 402-445-4221 orsahm_miller@hotmail.com 
 
Mother’s Day is coming up.  Plan to treat your Mother and 
support the Poland and Nicaragua mission teams at the 
same time by purchasing your roses to give to Mom on her 
special day.  The price is just $1.50 per stem.  Vases and 
baby’s breath will be available to create your individual-
ized gift for that special person at the Poland display in the 
narthex.  
 
"Confirmation Sunday is May 1...." note: 
"As we approach the confirmation rite for 20 St. Mark stu-
dents on May 1, we'd like to engage St. Mark prayer warri-
ors to lift up their names in thanksgiving and praise to God 
for the faith He has provided in their baptisms, and for His 
continued guidance and discipleship of their lives.  Please 
include Paige Bailey, Jacob Beber, Taryn Brown, Bailey 
Burke, Jacob Ferrin, Abi Fisher, Chelsea Irwin, Kylie John-
son, Skyler McClusky, Christian Muganyizi, Kinsey Munder-
loh, Kaia Musgjerd, Ellie Nichols, Andy Pistillo, Halie Platt, 
Adam Polsley, Hannah Pulverenti, Taylor Rawson, Jacob 
Volksen, and John Waller in your prayer time these next 
two weeks.  Might we suggest praying specifically for one 
or two confirmands each day these next two weeks? 
 
LWML NEWS 
The LWML 2011 Convention will be held June 23-26 in 
Peoria, IL. St. Mark LWML will be collecting items to take 
to the convention. A display during the month of May and 
first part of June is in the entrance of the church listing the 
items suggested to donate. 

Missional Moment 
Kids Against Hunger Wish List 
6 Step stools for children to use at packing tables* 
8 foot long plastic tables (we need 8 to 10 more)* 
1 or 2 children’s wagons*  
2 push brooms (24” or larger)* 
2 large dust pans* 
2 Trash Cans (50 gallon with wheels)* 
Shop Vac* 
(*these need not be new—just in good condition)  
 
Plastic Storage totes (6 quart with lid) 
Rubbermaid Rough Neck Storage bins (18 gallon with lid) 
Hand sanitizer  
Clorox Wipes 
Scotch brand size 3750 clear heavy duty packing tape 
Black sharpie markers 
Colored markers (non-permanent that the kids can color 
on boxes with) 
 
     

Lincoln Lutheran Choir spring 
concert will be held Sunday, May 
8th at 7 p.m. at Holy Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 6001 A St., Lincoln. 
The spring concert is entitled 
“Eternal Light” and features the 
choir, chamber orchestra, organ 
and guest soloists Rebecca Shane 
and Dr. William Shomos. Works 

performed will include the Faure Requiem and  Media 
Vita, a newly commissioned piece by local Lincoln com-
poser & Lincoln Lutheran Choir Assistant Director/Organist 
Kurt Knecht.  There is no charge for admission but a free-
will offering will be taken at intermission.  The choir has 
once again partnered with a local charitable organization, 
Fresh Start Home to promote that Lincoln organization's 
mission.  Representatives from Fresh Start Home will be 
on hand at the reception immediately following the con-
cert. 
 

Lincoln Lutheran Choir is led by Artistic Director and Con-
ductor Josh Norris. 
 
St. Mark Lutheran Church is seeking a Part-time Preschool 
Teacher to teach the 4-year old class three mornings a 
week.  If you are interested in more information, please 
call Julie Kyriss at 402-391-6148 or send your resume to: 
Email:  jkyriss@stmarkomaha.org 
Mail: St. Mark Lutheran Church 
 1821 North 90th Street 

Omaha, NE 68114 

mailto:bhsbunny72@cox.net
mailto:sahm_miller@hotmail.com
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