
Some automatically dialed calls 

may require reprogramming to 

include the new dialing proce-

dure. These calls may include: 

life safety systems, fax ma-

chines, Internet dial-up num-

bers, alarm and security sys-

tems, speed dialers, call for-

warding settings, voicemail 

services, and similar functions. 

Check your websites, business 

stationery, advertising materi-

als, personal checks, contact 

information, and your ID tags 

to ensure the area code is in-

cluded. 

 

Your telephone number, which 

includes your area code, will 

remain the same. 

The price of a call, local and 

long-distance calling areas, and 

other rates and services will not 

change as a result of the Area 

Code Overlay. 

 

What is a local call now will 

remain a local call even when 

dialing 10-digits. 

 

You should still dial just three 

digits to reach 911. 

 

If 211, 311, 411, 511, 611, 711 

and 811 are currently available 

in your community; you will 

still dial them with just three 

digits. 

 

If you have any questions re-

garding information provided in 

this notice, please call Ameri-

can Broadband at 402-426-6200 

or 1-888-262-2661, or contact 

the Nebraska Public Service 

Commission (NPSC) at 1-800-

526-0017 or visit their website 

at www.psc.nebraska.gov for 

more information. 

New Nebraska 531 Area Code 

will Share the Same Geo-

graphic Region as the Existing 

402 Area Code. To ensure a 

continuing supply of telephone 

numbers, the Nebraska Public 

Service Commission (NPSC) 

has approved the addition of the 

new 531 Area Code to the geo-

graphic region served by the 

402 Area Code. This is called 

an Area Code Overlay. 

 

Because of the addition of the 

531 Area Code, all customers 

within the 402/531 region will 

need to dial the correct Area 

Code followed by the 7-digit 

telephone number, when dialing 

any local call. Please see the 

map above for an outline of the 

402/531 Area Code region. 

 

To complete local calls, the 

new dialing procedure requires 

callers to dial the full 10-digit 

telephone number. This means 

that all calls in the 402 area 

code that are currently dialed 

with 7-digits will need to be 

dialed using the Area Code + 7-

digit telephone number. How-

ever, long distance calls will 

remain the same. Callers need 

to dial 1 + Area Code + 7-digit 

telephone number whenever 

placing a long distance call 

from the 402/531 Area Codes. 

Additionally, local calls from 

some Nebraska communities 

that border the states of South 

Dakota, Iowa, Missouri and 

Kansas will need to be dialed 

using 10-digits including the 

appropriate Area Code for those 

states. 

Effective June 26, 2010, a per-

missive dialing period will 

begin and you should use the 

new dialing procedure when-

ever you place local calls from 

the 402 Area Code. If you for-

get and use the old dialing pro-

cedure of dialing just 7-digits, 

your call will still be com-

pleted. If you are not able to 

dial using 10-digits after the 

permissive dialing period be-

gins, contact your local service 

provider. 

 

Beginning February 26, 2011, 

the mandatory dialing period 

begins and you must use the 

new dialing procedure for all 

local calls. After this date, if 

you do not use the new dialing 

procedure, your call will not be 

completed, and a recording will 

provide instructions on how to 

redial your call. 

Beginning March 26, 2011, 

new telephone lines or services 

may be assigned numbers with 

the 531 Area Code if no further 

402 numbering resources are 

available in your service area. 

 

You will need to dial 10-digits 

(area code + 7-digit telephone 

number) for every local call. 

You may need to reprogram or 

upgrade your equipment if you 

use specialized communications 

equipment like a PBX, elec-

tronic telephone sets, auto-dial 

systems or multi-line key sys-

tems to use the new dialing 

procedure. 

 

 

 

New  531 Area Code 

Special points of interest: 

> Youth Garage Sale Information, page 3 

> Red Envelope Fundraiser Information, page 5 

> Eastern Nebraska gets an additional area code, page 1 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

1821 N. 90th St. 

Omaha, NE 68114 

 

402-391-6148 

 

www.stmarkomaha.org 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
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Around 587 B.C. the Babyloni-

ans invaded Judah and de-

stroyed the city of Jerusalem, 

along with the temple.  This 

was the third of three cam-

paigns and each time the 

Babylonians took some Israel-

ites captives and resettled 

them in Babylon. 

 

Meanwhile, back in Persia, a 

Jewish fellow named Nehe-

miah heard something about 

the plight of his homeland 

and he felt something.  In 

fact, the feeling was so over-

whelming, so deep, that he 

wept and he prayed. 

 
òO Lord, I beseech You, may 

Your ear be attentive to the 

prayer of Your servant and the 

prayer of Your servants who 

delight to revere Your name, 

and make Your servant success-

ful today and grant him compas-

sion before this man.ó 

- Nehemiah 1:11 

 

We can learn a lot from Nehe-

miah, the cupbearer of King 

Artaxerxes.  He was troubled 

over the condition of Jerusa-

lem.  Its wallõs were in sham-

bles.  He didnõt pray for a 

miracle but that God would 

provide an opportunity. 

 
òOur tendency is to pray for 

miracles.  But in most situa-

tions, it is more appropriate to 

pray for opportunities.  More 

than likely you need an opportu-

nity rather than a miracle.ó 

- Andy Stanley 

 

As parents, we have more 

than a vision for our children.  

Instead of simply praying that 

they would become men and 

women of character, pray for 

opportunities to build charac-

ter in their lives.  Such a 

prayerful vision involves you.  

You have a role and a part to 

play. 

 

For an unbelieving friend or 

family member, donõt simply 

pray that they will be saved.  

Pray for an opportunity to 

share Godõs love with them 

and speak to them about Je-

sus.  If you pray for an oppor-

tunity, more than likely you 

recognize it. 

 

For three days in May Pastor 

Greg and I, following Nehe-

miahõs lead and following 

Jesusõ example, stepped 

away from the office and 

prayed, not for a miracle but 

opportunities.  We prayed for 

the opportunities which God 

has already offered St. Mark 

congregation: (1) The Pre-

scriptions for Revitalization; 

(2) Hosting Concordia Acad-

emy; and (3) Expanding our 

facilities. 

 

As we consider these three 

agenda items, letõs learn from 

Nehemiah and pray, not for a 

miracle but that we would 

recognize the opportunities 

and that God would offer 

more of them to accomplish 

His mission through us. 

later òAre we there yet?ó 

 

At other times the questions 

are profound: òDaddy, why 

did grandpa have to die?ó  

Followed by the question, 

òWhen will I die?ó   

 

And other times the ques-

tions are a simple, òWhy?ó 

 

Questions drive all of us to 

learn.  And the most difficult 

questions are about God and 

the purpose of life.  We all 

have had questions for 

God.  You know, those ques-

tions regarding life's circum-

stances - questions of direc-

tion, questions of purpose, 

questions of timing, ques-

tions of meaning. 

 

On September 19 we will be-

gin a new sermon series: 

òGod Iõve Got a Questionó.  

You have questions?  God's 

got answers.  In this series, 

we will address some of 

these poignant questions and 

discover the answers through 

the truth of Scripture.  If you 

could ask God any question, 

what would you ask him?  

Share your questions and join 

us this fall, as we begin this 

new series and open our ears 

to hear the answers from 

God. 

òDaddy, where do babies 

come from?ó  òWhy is 

grandma crying?ó  òHow long 

is eternity?ó  Kids love to ask 

questions.  Children will ask 

questions naturally if they live 

in an environment that fos-

ters curiosity.  Itõs the way 

children explore their world, 

learn about life, and under-

stand how things work.  

Sometimes the questions are, 

at least to adults, humorous: 

òWhy did God make mosqui-

toes?ó 

 

Other questions might be 

frustrating, especially asked 

repeatedly in a short amount 

of time: òMommy, how long 

will it take?ó  To which mom 

says, òAbout fifteen minutes,ó 

and then about three minutes 

A Cup bearerõs Prayer 

What Would You Ask Him? 

òOur tendency is 

to pray for 

miracles.  But in 

most situations, it 

is more 

appropriate to 

pray for 

opportunities.ó 

- Andy Stanley 

From the Desk of Pastor James Irwin 

DƻŘΣ LΩǾŜ Dƻǘ ŀ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 



 Tell people you know who might need a babysitter 
to call the number below and help the youth get to the 
Gathering!  Help the St. Mark Senior Youth raise funds 
for the National Youth Gathering!  The youth will baby-
sit for you on requested dates through May 2010.   

Primary Contact: 402-572-4116 (ask for McKenzie) 
Secondary:  402-391-6148 (ask for Pastor Greg) 

Suggested Donations:  $7-$10 per hour  
Make checks payable to: óSt. Mark Youth Group.ô 

June  
 Thru June NYG Babysitting 

 Fundraiser, call 

 McKenzie 572-4116. 

 4 Garage Sale Setup, 

 12noon-3pm. 

 5 Garage Sale, 8am-1pm. 

 13-17  VBS 

 20 NYG Family Meeting, 

 12-1pm;  Fathers Days. 

July  
 11 NYG Family Meeting, 

 12noon-1pm. 

 15-22  National Youth  

   Gathering 

J U N E  

> Check out the website 

www.stmarkomah.org 

> �)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���J�U�R�X�S���µ�6�W�����0�D�U�N��

�<�R�X�W�K���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�¶���O�R�R�N���I�R�U���K�L�V��
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> �&�R�P�H���W�R���µ�&�U�R�V�V�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�¶��

Sunday mornings 9:15-

10:15 in the Youth Room. 

 Annual Youth Garage Sale, Saturday, 
June 5th, 2010.  8am-1pm.  Mark it on 
your calendar to help.  Start gathering up 
donations!   

 Donations:  clothing (lightly used), 
baby clothes, furniture (in working order), 
toys, household items, electronics (no 
computers), etc.   
 Drop Off:  Leave donations at church 
office or in hallway outside of youth room, 
�E�\���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���-�X�Q�H�����U�G�������0�D�U�N���D�V���µ�<�R�X�W�K��
�*�D�U�D�J�H���6�D�O�H���¶ 

Youth Garage Sale -  
June 5th, 2010  

...Road to the Gathering...  

1. Pray for us! 
2. Envelope Fundraiser  - see the Red 

table at St. Mark.  Take an envelope, 
keep the contents, and return a dona-
tion. 

3. Need a babysitter?  Call McKenzie�²
see above. 

4. Donate to and buy from the Youth Ga-
rage Sale. (Left) 

Summer ABS is starting up again.  Each 
week a new Youth will host and help lead 
�W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\�����G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�R�U�U�\��- �\�R�X���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R��
clean you room and PG is always available 
for ideas, and help with the study).   
Sign ups: in the Youth Room 

More info available soon. 
Contact Pastor Greg for questions/details. 
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